Southern California Preparedness Foundation

Is Your Family Prepared for the Next Really BIG Disaster?
Get Prepared with the FREE Map Your Neighborhood Program
Problem: In an emergency, we’re conditioned to call 9-1-1 for help, and that works just fine. But in a disaster,
where emergency responders (fire suppression, emergency medical, law enforcement, and utilities) are unable
to respond quickly, maybe not for days, we’ll be on our own. What if your well-being or survival immediately
following a disaster depends not only on what you know, but on what your neighbors know? Wouldn’t you
want them trained as well?
Solution: The FREE Map Your Neighborhood (or MYN, pronounced “mine”) program is designed to show
you, your family, and neighbors, in about 2-3 hours, how to make the most of those precious golden sixty
minutes immediately following a disaster. It teaches how best to care for you, your family, and your property,
and to collaborate and cooperate with each other to do the same for the neighborhood following a disaster. For
the MYN program, 10-25 families are considered a neighborhood, fewer in rural areas, whether they be singlefamily homes, condos, townhomes, or apartments, and whether occupants are renters or owners.
How does it work? You invite your neighbors to your home for a presentation of the program. A trained
volunteer facilitator from our team will be assigned to work with you to ensure a successful implementation,
and will bring all training materials on the day of your MYN meeting. Through a series of short videos and
practical sessions, you and your neighbors will learn the 9 Steps to take immediately following a disaster.
You’ll develop a Neighborhood Skills and Equipment Inventory. You’ll create a simple map of your
neighborhood showing the location of each residence and identifying the location of gas and water meters, and
the main electrical service panel. You’ll learn which neighbors need extra help, such as the elderly, those with
any disability, and children home alone. You’ll also identify a Neighborhood Gathering Site (where everyone
who’s able will meet up after checking their own family and home) and a Neighborhood Care Center (where
those with special needs and children home alone can gather). It is very important that these locations be within
your defined neighborhood boundaries, and not a distant or unfamiliar location. The goal here is to reduce
stress, not increase stress by immediately being in unfamiliar surroundings.
The “shingle”: Key to the program is the invaluable Participant Handout, affectionately dubbed the shingle,
due to its handy tabbed construction. Each family receives a shingle during the training, and working together
under the guidance of the facilitator, the shingles are personalized to your neighborhood. In the shingle are the
9 Steps, inventory/equipment forms, instructions, and a grid sheet for mapping your neighborhood, contact lists
to match to the map (so you know who has what equipment and skills and the location of specific-needs
persons). Also included are “HELP/OK” signs that are to be placed in a first-story front window as soon as
possible after the disaster to help you and your neighbors best deploy their collective resources.
The secret: The secret to MYN’s effectiveness is the combination of the personalized shingle, effective video
instructions, personal attention from the trained volunteer facilitator, and personal instruction tailored to your
neighborhood. When you know how to respond after a disaster, it makes all the difference and can save lives
and reduce property damage. That’s an excellent return on a few hours’ worth of investment.
How do I get started? This program is presented at no cost to neighborhoods that wish to take the training. Our
contributors subsidize the program so that cost is not a hindrance to getting everyone prepared. Our trained
facilitators are dedicated volunteers. Be the hero of your neighborhood! Contact the Southern California
Preparedness Foundation today to arrange for a MYN presentation!
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